Grid-Tied “Net-Metered” Photovoltaic
(PV) Systems in New Mexico
• No batteries! Grid-tied PV systems
interconnect and synchronize with the
power grid, and feed power into the grid
when the system is producing more power
than the system owner needs, spinning the
meter backwards. The owner then pays only
for the net electricity consumed from the
grid (hence the term “net-metering”).
• Grid-tied PV is roughly 20% cheaper than offgrid PV: Total installed cost of a system is
typically about $10/watt of peak generation
capacity. Typical systems, for example, have
peak outputs of 1 to 4 kilowatts in size,
yielding system costs of $10K-$40K.
•

Residentially sited, 1.5kw grid-tied PV
array in Santa Fe (Installation by Positive Energy Inc.)

Net-metering and New Mexico’s Solar Tax
Credit will offset 75% or more of the cost of
a system over 25 years. PNM is also offering
to buy the Renewable Energy Credits (RECS)
from their net-metering customers for
$.13/kWh through 2018, which can offset
the remaining 25%.

• Grid-tied PV utilizes solar electricity more
efficiently than off-grid PV, because all of
the power generated is utilized. Usage and
generation are also de-coupled with gridtied PV, so there is more freedom in
choosing system size and cost.

Commercially sited, 10kw grid-tied PV
array in Albuquerque (Installation by Sacred Power Inc.)

• There are 60+ grid-tied PV systems in NM.
• Grid-tied systems are legally enabled by
NM’s “Net-Metering Rule”, NMPRC Rule 572,
which allows systems up to 10 kw capacity
to be net-metered.
• PV modules “payback” their “embodied
energy” in 3-5 years, and are typically
guaranteed to produce at least 80% of their
rated (initial) output for at least 20 years.
• PV is a robust, flexible, and proven form
of clean energy generation!
• For more information on PV, see the “How
to Go Solar Guide” at www.NMSEA.org.

Residentially sited, 3.8 kw grid-tied,
tracking PV array, in Santa Fe (Installation by
Positive Energy Inc.)

